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Evan Challenger Earns Preseason All-Sun 
Belt Nod 
Eagles picked fifth in Sun Belt Preseason Coaches Poll 
 
Evan Challenger named to All-Sun Belt Preseason Team 
Baseball | 2/2/2016 3:00:00 PM 
Story Links 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. – Georgia Southern Baseball's Evan Challenger has been named 
Preseason All-Sun Belt Conference by the league's coaches in their annual preseason 
poll. The Eagles were also picked fifth by the coaches in their annual predicted order of 
finish poll. Challenger was named First Team All-Sun Belt Conference last season while 
the squad went 18-13 last year in league play to earn the fourth seed for the 
tournament. 
  
 
Challenger started 14 games last year and posted a 5-3 record on the bump during his 
redshirt sophomore season. He ranked second in the Sun Belt with a 2.03 ERA and 
fanned 58 batters. Challenger did not allow an earned run in four appearances and 
struck out nine batters at UL Lafayette. 
 
Defending tournament champion UL Lafayette was picked first with eight first place 
votes after battling back from an opening day loss to take the 2015 tournament crown. 
The Cajuns went on to win the Houston Regional before falling to LSU in the Super 
Regionals. South Alabama picked up three first place votes and second place, followed 
by Texas State and Troy. 
 
Fans can join Georgia Southern Baseball for the unofficial season kickoff at the Evening 
with the All-Stars on Feb. 11 at Nessmith-Lane Conference Center. Atlanta Braves 
legend Terry Pendleton will be the featured speaker at the event which is presented by 
the Georgia Southern Dugout Club. For more information and to purchase tickets, call 
1-800-GSU-WINS. 
 
The 2016 season opens on Feb. 19 as the Eagles travel to face Georgia in Athens for a 
three-game series. Georgia Southern is back home on Feb. 24 at 6 p.m. for the home 
opener against Georgia Tech. Purchase your season tickets by calling 1-800-GSU-
WINS. 
 
Georgia Southern Athletics provides up-to-date information on all its sports through its 
official website, GSEagles.com, through social media channels 
facebook.com/GSAthletics, twitter.com/GSAthletics, iOS app Georgia Southern Eagles 
and Android app Eagles GATA. Fans can purchase tickets to Georgia Southern 
Athletics events by visiting GSEagles.com/Tickets. 
 
2016 Preseason All-Sun Belt Baseball Team 
Evan Challenger (Georgia Southern, SP, RS-Junior, Sport Management) 
Gunner Leger (UL Lafayette, SP, Sophomore, Exercise Science) 
Kevin Hill (South Alabama, SP, RS-Senior, Interdisciplinary Studies)  
Dylan Moore (UL Lafayette, RP, Sophomore, Political Science) 
Joey Roach (Georgia State, C, Senior, Actuarial Science) 
Tanner Hill (Texas State, 1B, Senior, General Studies) 
Stefan Trosclair (UL Lafayette, 2B, Senior, General Studies) 
Justin Jones (Georgia State, SS, Sophomore, Exercise Science) 
Tanner Ring (Arkansas State, 3B, Senior, Exercise Science) 
Ryan Blanton (Georgia State, OF, Junior, Exercise Science) 
Kyle Clement (UL Lafayette, OF, Senior, General Studies) 
Cole Billingsley (South Alabama, OF, RS-Junior, Sports Management) 
Danny Martinez (South Alabama, DH, Senior, Interdisciplinary Studies) 
Cory Geisler (Texas State, UTIL, Senior, Applied Arts and Sciences) 
 
 
 
2016 Preseason Student-Athlete of the Year 
Cole Billingsley (South Alabama, OF, RS-Junior, Sports Management) 
 
2016 Preseason Pitcher of the Year 
Kevin Hill (South Alabama, SP, RS-Senior, Interdisciplinary Studies) 
 
2016 Sun Belt Coaches Predicted Order of Finish (first place votes) 
1. UL Lafayette (8) - 117 pts 
2. South Alabama (3) - 111 pts 
3. Texas State - 88 pts 
4. Troy - 81 pts 
5. Georgia Southern - 76 pts 
6. Georgia State - 63 pts 
7. UT Arlington - 57 pts 
8. Arkansas State - 50 pts 
9. Little Rock - 35 pts 
10. UL Monroe - 29 pts 
11. Appalachian State - 19 pts 
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